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Hon. Susan Jonas, 58th District Sobriety Court Presiding Judge, 

Ottawa County
Hon. Karen Khalil, 17th District Veterans Court Presiding 

Judge, Wayne County

Hon. Mark E. Luoma, 93rd District Sobriety Court Presiding Judge, 

Alger County
Hon. Laura Mack, 29th District Mental Health Court Presiding 

Judge, Wayne County

Hon. Phyllis McMillen*, 6th Circuit Drug Court Presiding Judge, 

Oakland County
Hon. Ronald Schafer, 8th Circuit Drug Court Presiding Judge, 

Ionia County
Hon. Patrick Shannon, Chief Judge, Saginaw Chippewa Indian 

Tribal Court

Carol Smith, Clinical Services Director, Catholic Human Services

Mark Witte, Executive Director, Allegan County Community Mental 

Health Services

* Former Board President

OFFICERS

President: Barbara Hankey, Oakland County Community Corrections 

Manager

Secretary: Hon. Jocelyn Fabry, Sault St. Marie Chippewa Tribal Court

Vice President : Alma Valenzuela, Asst. Director of Probation/Community 

Corrections, Ottawa County

Treasurer: David Wallace, Asst. Prosecuting Attorney, Huron County
Past President: Hon. Geno Salomone, 23rd District Sobriety Court 

Presiding Judge, Wayne County

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE

John Andrews, Michigan Association of Substance Abuse Coordinating 

Agencies (retired)

Nancy Becker Bennett, Division Director, Grants & Community Services 

Division, Michigan State Police
Alexandra Black, Court Administrator, 52-1District Court, Oakland County

Hon. Patrick Bowler*, SCAO Judicial Liaison; Kent County District Court 

Judge (retired)

Hon. Robert Cooney, 86th District Court, Grand Traverse County
Hon. Linda Davis, 41B District Drug Court Presiding Judge, Macomb 

County; Chair, Governor's Prescription Drug & Opioid Abuse Commission

Hon. Susan Dobrich*, Cass County Probate Court

Linda Edwards-Brown, Washtenaw County Juvenile Court Administrator

Hon. Carrie Fuca, 41B Veterans Treatment Court Presiding Judge

Jack Holmes, Sobriety Court Defense Attorney, Oakland County

MATCP 

Board of Directors
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ADVOCACY

Recent examples of our advocacy efforts include:

• Writing letters and submitting comments to LARA and DHHS on policy changes that would impact 

licensing for SUD providers and the provider enrollment fitness criteria (e.g., peer recovery coaches);

• Working with the Governor’s Office and MSHDA on a housing pilot for opiate addicts in treatment courts –

the 1st site is slated to break ground in Jackson in 2019!

• Advocating for the preservation of treatment funding under the ACA and Medicaid programs.

We engage in a variety of advocacy efforts – at both the state & federal levels, 

ranging from:

• Testifying at committee hearings;

• Assisting in the drafting of legislation;

• Working in partnership with SCAO Problem-Solving Courts division on certification, best 

practices, funding issues;

• Meeting with legislators who introduce bills that affect treatment courts;

• Collaborate and communicate with others on broader criminal justice and health initiatives;

And more!

ADVOCACY
State of MI Partners & 

National Partners

ADVOCACY

And our newest 

collaborators = 

&
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Register on our website, matcp.org, under 

Conference 2019

In 2018, we had 980 attendees at our annual 

conference in Grand Rapids.  

This year, during our 2-day conference at the 

Lansing Center, we will host over 40 

different workshops & general sessions 

covering social justice, cultural competency, 

drug testing, medication-assisted treatment, 

mental health evaluations, and much, much 

more!

Including, a presentation from the MI 

Indigent Defense Commission on 

“Identification of Potential Treatment Court 

Participants During Arraignment” & 

“Why We Ask "Why?" - The Dual Roles of 

Defense Attorneys In Treatment Courts from 

Ingham County 30th Circuit Mental Health 

Court Defense Attorneys

EDUCATION
In addition to our Annual Conference, 

MATCP has traveled to the U.P. the 

last 2 years to present to treatment 

court professionals from the U.P. and 

upper-lower peninsula in 

Escanaba, MI.

We have also done trainings at the 

request of courts in Mt. Pleasant, 

Saginaw, and more…

We are available for informal 

meetings, community presentations, 

or a more structured training.

Role of Defense Counsel in Treatment Courts

From National Drug Court Resource Center – “The Role of Defense 

Counsel in Drug Courts” Fact Sheet, 2016

https://ndcrc.org/topic/defense/



2/11/2019

6

Role of Defense Counsel in Treatment Courts

From National Drug Court Resource Center – “The Role of Defense Counsel in Drug Courts” Fact Sheet, 2016

https://ndcrc.org/topic/defense/

Commitment to the program, does not supersede or 

replace defense counsel’s commitment to the client. 

The most important issue for a defense attorney is 

ensuring the client’s Sixth Amendment right to counsel: a 

client must have a lawyer each and every time he/she is 

before the court or interacts with the prosecutor. The 

possibility of incarceration is real at many stages of the 

program, and therefore it is critical that a defense attorney 

is present at all hearings to provide effective 

representation and protect the record and the client’s 

constitutional rights throughout the duration of the 

program.

Being a member of the team in a non-adversarial 

manner, though, does not mean that defense counsel 

relinquishes their professional duty and ethical 

responsibility to their client. It is essential that defense 

counsel and all team members recognize and actualize 

this element of defense counsel’s representation of 

individual clients. It should be noted that while a member 

of the team, defense counsel’s primary obligation is to 

represent and advocate for individual clients, protect 

their constitutional rights, and represent them 

zealously and individually, not collectively on behalf 

of a program.

Kate Hude, 

Executive Director 

kate@matcp.org

Hon. Harvey J. 

Hoffman (ret.), 

Legislative Director 

harvey@matcp.org

info@matcp.org

matcp.org


